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but without any success. Our infantry got into
the front trench at several points. Then Ger-
man guns opened and blew them out again. By
the evening the I Army had lost 10,000 men and
was badly shaken by the failure. The accumu-
lated store of shells was practically used up;
and even the big-scale map could not show the
smallest advance anywhere. The French, who
had nearly four times as much ammunition to
expend, made some progress at very heavy cost
In the hope that the Germans had exhausted
most of their ammunition Foch made some
further attempts on the following days, but at
no time was there any prospect of a break
through.
Sir John came back to General Headquarters
bitterly disappointed with the result. There he
found a telegram from the War Office which
served to increase his ill-humour. It ordered
him to hold twenty thousand rounds of shells
in readiness for despatch to Gallipoli. The
reason for this apparently strange request was
that a ship was waiting at Marseilles ready to
start for Mudros. Sending the shells from the
reserve in France would mean a saving of time;
they were replaced immediately from England,1
In view of what had happened to the French
attack it is absurd to suppose that these shells
would have made any difference in the result
of the battle. But naturally enough the tele-
gram came as a shock to the Commander-in-
Chief. He interpreted it to mean that deliberate
1 O.H., 1915, p. 331. The 20,000 shells were replaced on
May 12 and 13. 2,000 rounds of howitzer shells were replaced
on May 16.